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My Experience As A 
Practice Teacher 
Hy Terrell Williams 
My practice teaching was done at 
Sam Sehwarz Training School, Hemp­
stead, Texas. The school is a ten 
room brick building located near the 
highway. There is a very coopera­
tive group of ten teachers working 
at this school, all of whom are grad­
uates or ex-students of Prairie View 
College. The total school attend­
ance is about 365 students. One-
half of this number live in the rurals 
and are brought to school by bus. 
Through conducting a survey of 
some of the Negro land owners of 
W a 11 e r County I found that 
several farmers sire actually making 
some money as a result of their 
farming operations. Olio man had 
a gross income of 82,600 in 1938. 
82,000 of this amount was received 
from a thirty-two acre watermelon 
plol. This farmer is very pro­
gressive. This is evidenced through 
the use of improved practices on his 
farm. Other farmers may be; men­
tioned, but this one is outstanding. 
Some of my specific accomplish­
ments while in Hempstead are: 
1. Set out ten trees on the cam­
pus. 
2. Planned and helped set up a 
vocational exhibit at the county fair. 
3. Cooperated with th eextension 
department in the county wide rat 
eradication campaign. 
4 .  Rearranged the N. F. A. class­
room and helped to secure the miss­
ing emblems. 
5. Held one initiation in which 
six new members were added to the 
Chapter. 
6. Helped the local N. F. A. 
Chapter to draw up its objectives 
for the year. 
7. Culled one (lock of 50 hens. 
8. Set out some hedges on the 
campus. 
9. Assisted with the construction 
of one concrete walk. 
10. Attended one district and one 
area meeting. 
I found that the present conditions 
in the Hempstead community are not 
whoi Icy due to a lack of information. 
Many of the people know what to 
do but have not coached the doing 
level. Theirs is a problem of attitude. 
To reach these people is indeed a 
challenge to the vocational people. 
I think a rigid educational program 
is necessary to build up within the 
t -
1'* i - • " ff • . * :•' , }  :  
- -'Hi.V '«'• '-r 7 . 
u  -  .  / *  
*>. ' 
•: * v • ,  -  »  ,  - y i - . .  » » ~ c 
A group of Farm Agents in Summer School learning to control gullies 
people an appreciation and a desire 
for the things advocated by voca­
tional agriculture. Then, and not 
until then, will the desired improve­
ment be made by the people of the 
community. 
Since I have been out teaching 
and have become acquainted with 
some of the problems that face vo­
cational teachers, I am going to 
work much harder to prepare myself 
to administer unto the needs of 
those people I hope to serve. 
COUNTY AND HOME AGENTS 
TRAIN FOR GREATER 
USEFULNESS 
CONFERENCE ON EVENING 
SCHOOLS 
(Continued from page 5) 
home-ownership 
7. To establish a youth in the 
occupation of farming. 
8. To promote thrift and coopera­
tion among these youths. 
9. To make out-of-scliool youth 
self-supporting. 
10. To establish confidence among 
these youths in themselves and in 
the work of farming. 
Some very excellent comments 
were made concerning the Agricul­
tural exhibits that had been prepared 
by the Senior Ciass who in their 
effort to complete their course in 
Visual Instruction had prepared in­
dividual educational displays. Mr. 
Clements stated that this was per­
haps one of the best training devices 
for prospective teachers that he had 
seen for practically every one that 
secured employment would be soon 
called on to do this kind of work for 
his community. 
Following the Special summer 
school in 1930 for extension agents 
made possible by the Julius Rosen-
wald Fund, county and horn • agri­
cultural agents have been especially 
sensitive to the need of a more ade­
quate and a more systematic pro­
gram of professional impr; vement. 
This need is made more appv ent by 
the recent changed conch! ions iii 
agi iculture and farm life. The re­
cent and increased product!.>n, con­
sumption, social and economic 'prob­
lems of farmers has rapidly increas­
ed the importance of professional 
improvements for agents. 
In July of last year the first Farm 
and Home Agents Summer School 
for the Southwest was offered at 
Prairie View State College. The five 
major divisions of the college cooper­
ated in offering the courses. Eleven 
different courses were offered, in­
cluding Livestock Sanitation, Exten­
sion Service Publicity, Soil Conser­
vation, Extension Methods, House­
hold Mechanics and Home Improve" 
ment, Diseases and Insects of pol,i 
try, Farm Landscaping, Farm Busi 
ness Transactions, Food Preserva" 
t«W, Farm Blacksmithing, and R^ 
al Planning. A total of 72 agent: enrolled in the courses. 
The announcements for the 193, 
summer school for Farm and Horn 
Agents will bo available the fim 
February. The month of Jun„ ,° 
been tentatively agreed upon for  ^ 
school. 1 tn  
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Agricultural and Home Economics Divisions 
Expand Cooperative Efforts and Activities 
N. F. A. FLOAT IN HOMECOMING DAY PARADE 
Survey Course In Home 
Economics Offered To 
Senior Ag Men 
Beginning the second semester of 
this school year the Home Economics 
Division will offer for the first time 
to senior agricultural students a 
survey course in Home Economics. 
There will be no attempt to teach 
boys how to do the work of girls, nor 
will there be any great emphasis 
placed on acquiring home economics 
skills. The purpose of the course is 
to establish better ideals and de-
velope more wholesome attitudes to­
ward homemakers and a clearer 
idea of the responsibilities of the 
home. 
A joint committee of Home Eco­
nomics and Agriculture instructors 
have worked out a complete outline 
of the course, some units of which 
are as follows: 
1. Developing in the student an 
understanding of the problems of the 
home and his share in solving them 
2. Some general problems to be 
considered in establishing a home. 
3. A man's responsibility for the 
sanitation of home community. 
4. The effects of financial prob­
lems on family relationships. 
5. Marital problems. 
6. The child in the home. 
7. Development of personality 
through a knowledge of social 
customs. 
In addition to the Home Economics 
Agricultural course previously of­
fered by the Agricultural Division 
to students majoring in Home Eco­
nomics, five additional courses; 
Domestic Dairying, Landscape Gar­
dening, Rural Health, Rural Socio­
logy, and Visual Instruction are now 
open to any Home Economics senior. 
A permanent joint committee of 
Home Economics and Agricultural 
instructors is serving for the first 
time as advisers to the Home Makers 
Club and the New Farmers of Amer­
ica in stimulating cooperative stu­
dent activities of the two Divisions. 
The cabinets of the two student or­
ganizations have worked out twelve 
joint projects which they expect to 
complete this school year through 
joint effort. One of the most impor­
tant projects in the list, which is now 
in progress, is the improvement of 
the interior and exterior of some of 
the homes in the Wyatt Chapel com­
munity located near the college. 
Bi-monthly joint faculty meetings 
are held in the two Divisions to fur­
ther expand and perfect the present 
coordinated and cooperative effort. 
OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION 
OF 1938 AG GRADUATES 
During 1938 there were thirty-five 
graduates from the Division of Agri­
culture at Prairie View College. 
Twenty-five of these graduates are 
teaching—sixteen are teaching Vo­
cational Agriculture, three are em­
ployed as County Agents, three are 
doing practical farming, three have 
miscellaneous occupations, and one 
is unaccounted for. 
COLLEGE N. F. A. MEMBERS PUT 
UP ATTRACTIVE BOOTHS 
Each year as a part of the re­
quirement in the Visual Education 
course, students work out and set 
up full size instruction booths, floats, 
county and community exhibits. The 
primary purpose of this particular 
part of the course is to offer train­
ees theory and practice in getting 
people in a community interested 
and informed on local social and eco­
nomic conditions and in the most de­
sirable farm and home improved 
practices. All displays are carefully 
designed to attract, inform and in­
fluence the people to take definite 
action for improvement. 
Some of the titles of booths set 
up by the first semester, 1938-39, 
class are: Types of equipment and 
facilities for digging a well; com­
position of eggs and the feeds neces­
sary to produce them; samples of 
cheap home mixed paints, stains and 
varnishes; quantities of food neces­
sary for a family of five for one 
year; home storage of vegetables; 
(Continued on page 3) 
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NEW FARMERS OF AMERICA PARTICIPATE 
IN EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
The New Farmers of America is 
a national organization of Negro 
farm boys studying Vocational Agri­
culture. The organization affords 
its members an excellent opportunity 
to develop a type of leadership 
essential to the modern successful 
farmer and farm workers. This 
leadership is developed through the 
activities of the organization. 
The Collegiate Chapter of Prairie 
View State College is composed of 
138 active members and has the only 
collegiate constitution and by-laws 
in the United States. In addition to 
the purely N. F. A. activities, such 
as parliamentary usage contest, 
public speaking, debates and panel 
jury discussions, the members also 
fully participate in the general col­
lege extra-curricula activities. 
This year fourteen N. F. A. mem­
bers are in the college choir, five 
are on the varsity debating team, 
nine are on the varsity basketball 
team, six are on the varsity tennis 
team, nine are on the varsity track 
team, six are on the varsity football 
team, five in the Dramatic Club, six 
are Y. M. C. A. officers, five Alpha 
Pi Mu members, five are R. 0. T. C. 
officers, three are in the Glee Club, 
one is in the college orchestra and 
eight are in the band. 
"Landscape beauty is an art which 
lends itself to the rich and poor 
alike." 
—W. L. Watson 
STATE N. F. A. ACTIVITIES TO 
BE HELD JOINTLY THIS 
YEAR 
On March 1, 2, 3, 1939, the State 
N. F. A. Convention, the Judging 
Contest, and the Basketball Tour­
nament will be held jointly at Prairie 
View State College. Formerly the 
N. F. A. contest and the convention 
were held one day prior to the State 
I n t e r s c h o l a s t i c .  L e a g u e  a n d  t h e  
Basketball Tournament has been held 
each year in February. 
The N. F. A. activities have been 
combined, and separated from the 
Interscholastic League in an attempt 
to relieve the crowded conditions at 
the college and prevent the necessity 
of agricultural teachers making so 
many separate trips to attend the 
contests and the convention. 
Information already received 
clearly indicates that not less than 
700 students and teachers will attend 
these meetings on March 1, 2, 3, of 
this year. 
The purpose of the N. F. A. Con­
vention and Contest is to provide the 
student experiences that will train 
them for leadership, fellowship, self-
confidence, intelligent choice of farm­
ing occupations, improvement of 
rural homes and surroundings, co­
operative effort, thriftiness, improve­
ment in scholarship, and pride in 
accomplishment that is the result 
primarily of individual effort. 
ACTIVITY CALENDAR FOR THE 
DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE 
FOR 1938-39 
September 5-6—Conference of Vo­
cational Agriculture Superviso r s, 
T e a c h e r - T r a i n e r s ,  a n d  T e a c h e r -
Helpers 
October 6-7—Waller County Co­
ordinated and Cooperative Institute 
December 5-10—Federal Survey of 
Agriculture Division and Staff Meet­
ing of Teacher-Trainers and Teacher-
Helpers 
December 17—Waller County 
Teachers Conference 
January 9-19—Foilrth Annual 
Winter Short Course 
January 27—Federal Conference 
on Evening Schools and Part-Time 
Work 
February 12—Collegiate Chapter 
of New Farmers of America-College 
Chapel Program 
February 24—Fifth Annual Waller 
County Relief Conference 
March 1, 2, 3—Agricultural Judg­
ing Contest, Basketball Tournament, 
and New Farmers of America Con­
vention 
March 17—Waller County Coordi­
nated Institute 
March 24—Agricultur a 1 Open 
House 
April 1—Prairie View Community 
Farmers Association 
April 15—State Teacher-Training 
Staff Conference 
May 22-25—National New Farmers 
of America Collegiate Judging Con­
test and Convention 
May 29-June 3—State Conference 
of Teachers of Vocational Agri­
culture 
July—Summer School for County 
Agriculture and Home Agents 
CONFERENCE ON EVENING 
SCHOOLS AND PART TIME 
WORK AT PRAIRIE VIEW 
By B. S. Luter 
Mr. D. M. Clements, Southern 
Regional Agent, met in conference 
w i t h  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N e g r o  
Teachers of Vocational Agriculture 
of Texas at Prairie View College, on 
Friday, January 28, 1939, to discuss 
the importance of Evening School 
and Part Time work for Negroes in 
this state. Mr. Clements was as­
sisted in this conference by Mr. R. 
A. Manire, State Director of Agri­
cultural Education, and Mr. J. B. 
Rutland, State Supervisor of Agri-
(Continued on page 5) 
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AGRICULTURAL BIOLOGY CLASS 
DOES EFFECTIVE WORK 
ON CAMPUS 
The class in Agricultural Biology 
has assumed the responsibility for 
the control of rodents and insects 
on the college campus and in the col­
lege community. For convenience 
in keeping accurate records of pro­
gress and for testing the ability of 
students to d o successful control 
work, the campus has been divided 
into eleven zones. The five students 
assigned to each zone are responsible 
for mixing and applying control 
measures. 
A study of the extent of pocket 
gopher infestation in the different 
zones revealed that there were, at 
the beginning of the eradication work 
two weeks ago, over 5,000 fresh 
gopher mounds. The most recent 
counts show that the number of 
mounds has dropped to 1,500. 
Control work will begin next on 
rats, mice, ants, and mosquitoes. 
The Agricultural Biology class, in 
cooperation with other departments 
of the college, is expecting to free 
the campus of these pests within the 
next few months. 
"Too many people are leaving 
school today, handicapped with men­
tal inertia and slovenliness, spiritual 
paralysis, and physical lethargy." 
—W. R. Banks 
" we should judge teachers 
not by their appearance or eloquence 
but by the results shown in the work 
of the pupils." —Dr. E. B. Evans 
WALLER COUNTY COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM 
(Continued from page 6) 
all the way to Prairie View and 
studied for two weeks last summer 
and pronounced what they got here 
important for improving their local 
conditions; if they went back home 
and put it in operation, it must be 
a good suggestion for Waller County. 
In one Bowie County community al­
ready, they have dug fourteen wells. 
I believe the program is worthwhile 
if we do nothing more than teach 
them to dig wells, so that they can 
have pure water to drink. 
A man who lives near Prairie View 
came to my office in August looking 
for a job so he could pay his bills 
at the hospital. He had five chil­
dren ill with typhoid fever. I asked 
him where he got his drinking water, 
he said he had been getting it from 
Harris Creek ten years. 
Mr. Worley, I have only one 
regret, and that is you had to go 
over 300 miles to put this type of 
program into operation. I believe 
we have just as good people here 
in Waller County as they have in 
Bowie County. I believe that every 
right-thinking person will agree that 
this program is worthwhile. 
We should agree on a survey for 
Waller County and use the findings 
as a basis for a Coordinated Pro­
gram. With Prairie View located 
here, why should we go to Bowie 
County to see what the people are 
doing and to get ideas ? We should 
start this program in Waller County 
immediately. I think it can be done. 
We should call the teachers of the 
county together and work out a plan 
designed to improve the economic 
and social conditions of our people. 
We pledge the available resources 
of this institution in the operation of 
this movement in Waller County." 
Since' the first meeting held last 
fall on Coordinated Cooperative 
efforts, a family survey has been 
made by the teachers in the county 
of 600 families. The teachers have 
been definitely organized into a 
functioning unit. A Waller County 
Improvement Committee, composed 
of Prairie View Instructors and 
county and home agents, are now co­
operating with the county teachers 
in planning and making needed im­
provements. 
The Saturday class giving prac­
tical and theoretical information on 
how improvement should be made is 
offered to Waller County teachers. 
The annual Waller County Winter 
Short Course for farmers and com­
munity leaders and the Waller 
County Community Day to inspire 
the farmers in the county through 
demonstrations and hearing reports 
of farmers who have been successful 
are additional ways now in progress 
for improving the county. 
MY EXPERIENCES AS A 
PRACTICE TEACHER 
(Continued from page 6) 
goods as flour, sugar, canned goods, 
school supplies, candy, lard, etc., 
were bought and placed in a back 
room of one of the farmers' houses, 
which I assisted in renovating so 
that it could serve the purpose. At 
the close of the month of November, 
the store had grown considerably, 
and from communications received 
from Center Point, I learned that 
approximately four hundred and 
eighty dollars had passed through 
the store. Among the other co­
operative ventures attempted in Cen­
ter Point are syrup mill, hammer 
mill, and potato house. 
My classroom work, which I en­
joyed particularly, was a constant 
source of interesting occurrences and 
these benefitted me for I learned a 
great deal. Some of our specific 
accomplishments were: construction 
of a gate, building a pair of steps for 
a farmer, culling a flock of hens, 
landscaping the new N. Y. A. build­
ing with native cedars, beginning a 
school nursery, caning the bottom of 
five chairs with corn shucks. 
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THE 1938-39 AGRICULTURAL 
STAFF 
W. R. Ranks, A. SRI., Principal 
E. R. Evans, 1). V. M., Veterinarian 
E. M. Norris, Ph. I)., Resident Teach­
er-Trainer 
L. A. Potts, M. S. A., Director of 
Agriculture 
Lamar Jones, M. S., Crops and Soils 
G. L. Smith, R. S., Poultry 
J. M. Coruthers, Ph. D., Agricultural 
Economics 
W. It. Harrison, M. S., Rural Sociolo­
gy 
J. M. Alexander, M. S., Animal Hus­
bandry 
C. A. Harrison, R. S., Rural En­
gineering 
O. J. Thomas, B. S., Itinerant Teach­
er-Trainer 
B. S. I.uter, B. S., Agricultural Edu­
cation 
W. L. Watson, B. S., Floriculture 
Pierce Anderson, Agricultural En­
gineering 
C. Bookman, College Herdsman 
F. L. Dumas, Secretary 
G. M. Thompson, Secretary 
"There should be more thouylit 
and concerted effort exercised in the 
matter of choices and preparation 
for future occupation of Negroes, 
because the economic salvation of 
any people hinges on the jobs of the 
masses." —O. J. Thomas 
"The prosperity of any group who 
is suffering from the type of econo­
mic ills we are now experiencing is 
rooted in individual earning, saving, 
and planned spending." —L. A. Potts 
"The reason why many brilliant 
students fail in Farm Shop is 
beause they depend too much on 
their brilliance and not enough on 
work." —C. A. Harrison 
Are You Enslaved? 
Note: This editorial appeared in 
the Pittsburgh Courier, October 29, 
1938) 
A SLAVE is a person FORCED to 
work for NOTHING but his keep. 
Slavery was ABOLISHED in the 
United States in 18G3, but today we 
STILL have millions of slaves. 
The OLD slaves only had ONE 
master at a time. 
The NEW slaves have SEVERAL 
masters at the SAME time. 
Many of these present day slaves 
THINK they are free, but actually 
they are GIVING AWAY the pro­
ducts of their brain and brawn for 
little more than their keep, just as 
their forefathers did. 
Most of these people are in SLAV-
RY because they did not practice 
THRIFT and PATIENCE. 
They were unwilling to DO WITH­
OUT things until they were able to 
AFFORD them. 
They were unwilling to use street 
cars, buses and trains until they 
could SAVE ENOUGH to buy an 
automobile. 
They were unwilling to get along 
with the clothes they HAD until they 
could go to the clothing- store and 
PAY CASH for what they needed. 
They considered it more important 
to have a "FRONT" than to have a 
BANK ACCOUNT. 
They thought it wiser to IM­
PRESS their neighbors with the 
APPEARANCE of wealth than to 
actually POSSESS some wealth. 
They worked on the theory that it 
is cheaper to go into debt for MEDI­
CAL BILLS than to take the peri­
odical ADVICE of a competent phy­
sician and PREVENT ILLNESS. 
They felt it was smarter to WAIT 
until their children were ready to 
enter college and THEN borrow the 
money than to BEGIN SAVING it 
when the children were BORN. 
They couldn't struggle along with 
nil ice box until they were able to 
get an electric refrigerator CHEAP­
LY FOR CASH. 
They thought it wiser to be a 
SOCIAL LION or butterfly on a 
shoestring- than a STAY-AT-HOME 
on a SAVINGS ACCOUNT. 
The idea of BUYING SECOND­
HAND furniture until they could 
AFFORD NEW FURNITURE was 
repugnant to them 
They believed it was being- more 
brilliant to RUN TO EVERY CON­
FERENCE and convention than to 
place that MONEY IN THE BANK. 
These are SOME of the reasons 
why these people are chained down 
with burdens of loans, bills, notes, 
mortgages, installment payments and 
various EXTRAVAGANCES. 
They cannot do what they would 
like to do in the PRESENT because 
they are CHAINED TO THE FU­
TURE. 
They are so busy STRUGGLING 
to LOOK FORWARD. 
Each day they sink deeper into 
DEBT because they lack the great 
gift of THRIFT. 
Many of them are so worried about 
what OTHER PEOPLE will think 
that TH EY do not take the time to 
THINK about their future. 
In an UNCERTAIN world, they 
seem to go on the assumption that 
their future is CERTAIN; that they 
will ALWAYS have the same income 
and always be able to meet their 
FORWARD that they have no vision 
weekly and monthly COMMIT­
MENTS. 
They are slaves driven by a Simon 
Legrce conjured out of their WEAK­
NESS and EXTRAVAGANCE and 
BLINDNESS. 
The exactions of loan sharks, in­
stallment houses and bill collectors 
whittle their income down to a point 
where they are literally WORK­
ING FOR NOTHING, just like their 
forefathers. 
Once on the treadmill of debt, they 
find it as difficult to ESCAPE as did 
the chattel slave, and they REMAIN 
IN CHAINS. 
They learn too late that FORE­
SIGHT is better than HINDSIGHT; 
that FREEDOM and FRUGALITY 
usually go together; that SELF-
CONTROL begets SOLVENCY; that 
INDEPENDENCE is not born IN 
DEBT. 
Those who would be FREE men 
and women must LIVE WITHIN 
their MEANS; must recognize that 
no PRESENT SACRIFICE is too 
great for FUTURE SECURITY; 
that liberty CANNOT BE OB­
TAINED on the installment plan. 
"Only to the extent that the edu­
cation inherent in a college degree 
translates itself into effective and 
effective performance can there be 
—Dr. E. M. Norris 
Wisdom is knowing what to do 
next. Skill is knowing how to do it, 
and virtue is doing it. 
—Anon, 
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SCENES OF N. F. A. PIG JUDGING CONTEST 
Agricultural Teachers In High Schools Increase 
Meat Supply Through Pig Feeding Contests 
Two years ago the Division of 
Agriculture at Prairie View State 
College made an attempt to en­
courage the practice of producing 
a living at home and a surplus for 
market through promotion of pig 
feeding contests in schools having 
departments of vocational agricul­
ture. 
The purpose of this contest is to: 
(1) strengthen the confidence of 
farm boys and the local community 
in their ability to produce their food 
needs for home consumption and for 
market, (2) stimulate interest in the 
student's long time supervised prac­
tice program, (3) reveal to the stu­
dents and parents the possibility of 
a cash income from livestock and 
poultry. 
Last year over 40,000 pounds of 
pork were grown and exhibited by 
farm boys who were between the 
ages of 14 to 19. Prizes amounting 
to $250.00 in cash were distributed 
among these young farmers. Most 
of that money was reinvested in 
preparation for the 1939 contest. 
Local bank merchants and other busi­
ness men were warm in their praise 
of the contest and liberally supported 
the effort. 
Last year not over 70 N. F. A. 
members participated in the contest. 
This year 1900 boys have already 
registered. The feeding contest 
will remain on an area basis until 
1940, at which time the first state 
N. F. A. fat stock show will be held. 
MY EXPERIENCE AS A 
PRACTICE TEACHER 
By L. U. Mason 
teacher, the student, and the patron. 
I am inspired to do all I can to 
equip myself, while in college, to 
be able to better the conditions in 
the community wherever I am regu­
larly employed. 
CONFERENCE ON EVENING 
SCHOOLS 
I did my practice teaching at 
Navasota High School, Navasota, 
Texas. Regular classes of the school 
take care of students within a radius 
of twenty miles coming from about 
ten different neighborhoods. Three 
busses are used to transfer out-of-
town students to and from school. 
I was assigned to teach the first 
and second year classes in vocational 
agriculture. When I didn't find as 
much interest as I expected to, on 
the part of the students in agricul­
ture, I made a survey of my class 
roll and found that fifty per cent of 
the boys lived in town. I discovered 
that the interest was gaining, how­
ever, when after a trip into the near­
by woods to get some native shrub­
bery for the campus, I observed 
several boys taking some shurbbery 
home with them. When I visited 
their homes, I noticed that they had 
transplanted the shurbbery. 
I have learned many of the pre­
vailing problems of the vocational 
(Continued from page 2) 
cultural Education. There were fif­
teen Negro Teachers of Vocational 
Agriculture present from various 
sections of the state, the five Area 
Supervisors, the S ta t e Itinerant 
Teacher Trainer, and the Resident 
Teacher Trainer. 
Among- the teachers that were 
present at the conference, Mr. 
Clements discovered a few that had 
organized some Part-time classes 
and asked them to list their objec­
tives. They are as follows: 
1. To increase the farm boy's 
desire to continue living on the farm. 
2. To increase the earning capa­
city of out-of-school boys through 
farm enterprises. 
3. To provide a decent and re­
spectable place for these youth to 
go during their leisure time. 
4. To provide a complete and 
satisfactory program of recreation. 
5. To develop leadership and en­
courage participation in community 
organization. 
G. To reduce tenancy and promote 
(Continued on page 8) 
Page Six THE PRAIRIE VIEW STANDARD January, 1939 
MY EXPERIENCE AS A 
PRACTICE TEACHER 
RESIDENT TEACHER-TRAIN INC 
AND PRACTICE TEACHING 
By Roscoe Lewis 
Center Point High School, at 
which I did my practice teaching is 
located 10 miles northeast of Pitts­
burg, Texas, and is a well epuipped 
plant with average attendance of 
300 students per day. 
The students at the school are 
obedient, and never at any time did 
they prove to be examples of disci­
plinary problems. The first and 
second year students in Agriculture 
were assigned to me for instruction 
during my month's stay at the train­
ing center. My work with them was 
most enjoyable and seemed to in­
terest tile students also, for several 
expressed to me their regrets when 
time came for my return to the 
campus. The amusing part about it 
was that the majority of the stu­
dents thought that I was going to be 
there permanently as teacher-helper 
of the regular vocational agriculture 
teacher. 
The farmers of the neighborhood 
were congenial, sympathetic and in­
teresting. The work that was in 
progress when I arrived served as 
an index toward the type of work 
that had been done during the past 
years by Mr. L. B. Cash, Vocational 
Agriculture teacher at Center Point. 
Mr. Cash served as my Critic Teach­
er and was helpful to me in many 
ways, offering suggestions and ad­
vice when he thought it necessary. 
Several progressive and lionefical 
cooperative movements were being 
sponsored in the school area. One 
of the most outstanding being a co­
operative store, the beginning of 
which grew out of the needs for a 
store in the immediate vicinity of 
the people. The farmers pooled their 
efforts by selling shares in the store 
at SI.00 each, and forty members 
bought stock in the store. Such 
(Continued on page 7) 
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to: (1) Hold thirty meetings of all-
day classes, (2) Teach five meetings 
of farm shop, (3) Conduct four meet­
ings of evening classes, (4) Conduct 
eight meetings of part-time classes, 
(5) Make surveys of ten farms, (0) 
Make ten supervisory visits to ten 
homes, (7) Help with two V. A. re­
ports, (8) Help six boys close their 
project account, (9) Help six boys 
organize their farm practice pro­
grams, (10) Serve as N. F. A. ad­
viser for two meetings, (11) Parti­
cipate in four N, F. A. meetings, 
(12) Attend two regular teachers' 
meetings, (13) Attend two district 
meetings, (14) Attend Church and 
Sunday School and related exercises, 
five meetings, (15) Participate in 
one extra-curricula activity other 
than N. F. A., (10) Make thirty-six 
lesson plans, (17) Set up N. F. A. 
room and shop, (18) Make and ar­
range set-up for N. F. A. Chapter 
meetings, (19) Work definitely to­
ward ten N. F. A. Chapter goals. 
The ten farm surveys made by 
each trainee are a part of a coopera­
tive study of Negro farm owners be­
ing conducted by the Division of 
Graduate Study and the Department 
of Agricultural Education. This study 
concerns itself with the discovery of 
and analysis of the paths to success­
ful land ownership. The study is 
undertaken with the primary aim of 
charting the way to land ownership 
for hundreds of Negro boys and 
young men of Texas enrolled in Vo­
cational Agriculture classes. In ad­
dition to learning survey technique 
the trainees learn more about the 
community situations in which they 
do their practice teaching. A knowl­
edge of the situation at hand is ab-
soultely essential to efficiency of 
instruction in Vocational Agricul­
ture. Little can be accomplished by 
walking and whistling in the dark. 
The Waller County Cooperative Program Is 
to Have A Far-Reaching Influence 
Last fall a meeting of county and 
state school officials was held at 
Prairie View College to discuss the 
importance of making specific social 
and economic: improvements in the 
county. 
Some of the important facts re­
vealed at this meeting showed that: 
1. A large part of the small in-
less than S400.00 a year. 
4. The class instruction in many 
instances was weak and failed al­
together to meet the needs of the 
pupils. 
Mr. Gordon Worley, State Director 
of Negro Education, stated that a 
survey of 2013 rural Negro far lilies, 
made under his supervision in East 
Texas last year revealed the fol­
lowing facts: 
"The average family was for id to 
live in a rented three room un-
painted, unscreened, and urPand-
scaped house. It suffers a total of 
thirty days confining illness and con­
sults the doctor once a year. It has 
a spring and summer garden of 
greens, beans, onions, okra, and to­
matoes. It produces seven-tenths of 
a gallon of milk daily which is only 
about a pint per member. It has an 
orchard composed of one-fifth of a 
grapevine, one-fifth of a fig bush, 
three-tenths of a pecan tree, a pear 
tree and about three peach trees of 
different ages, sizes, and conditions. 
It keeps a farm menagerie coi iposed 
of thirteen mongrel hens, two scrub 
cattle, two piney woods roots • hogs, 
a dog, and a cat. It does not attempt 
to have or make an ir,: oroved 
pasture for its menagerie of scrubs. 
It has a yearly income of ten dollars 
and seventeen cents from the sale of 
vegetables, fruits, nuts, berrie: , poul­
try, eggs, meat, lard, hogs, butter, 
and milk. It bas for recreation and 
education one copy of a daily news­
paper each week, a farm journal 
every four months, one copy 0f a 
magazine of some sort every year 
and a total of seven family-owned 
books in a lifetime. It has no hobbies 
of any sort, but does hunt and fish 
a little. It does not cooperate with 
come of Waller County Negroes is 
used to purchase necessities, such as 
meats, syrup, milk and poultry pro­
ducts, all of which may be easily 
grown on home farms. 
2. It was also found that the 
major part of the farm water supply 
was not safe for drinking. 
3. The average family income is 
its neighbors in any matters which 
individually it cannot have. What 
is still worse, it does not know of anv 
advantages which could come to it 
by cooperation. I eXpect condition, 
m Waller County are very 
same as these." e 
Mr. Worley further stated tn c 
five of the communities in , 
these studies were made have ,1 ! , 
their efforts for improvement and 
some cases, especially in p ln 
County, have made substantial m'? 
gross. Pro-
Mr. IV. R. Banks, Prinein i 
Prairie View College, continued °f 
discussion by stating: '""""ea the 
"If the Negro citizens of r, , 
County concluded that this t le 
program is worthwhile- ir n, "ype °f 
(Continued „„ «»» 
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Community Improvement Activities of class in Agricultural Education: (1) A two room shack occupied by a 
family of four; (2) A group of trainees and community people cooperating in constructing a four-room house for the 
family; (3) House completed; (4,5,8)Views of the eottage before landscape and paint work is completed; and (6,7) 
Class and community people cooperating in digging a well. 
RESIDENT TEACHER-TRAINING 
AND PRACTICE TEACHING 
By Dr. E. M. Norris 
In order to provide closer relation­
ship between the practice teaching 
activities and the actual life situa­
tions to be dealt with, the resident 
teacher-training staff made certain 
necessary changes in its program 
this year. 
All practice teaching in Vocational 
Agriculture is now done off the cam­
pus with the trainee taking domicile 
in the community of his teaching lo­
cation. Fourteen such centers are 
used. In cooperation with the five 
area supervisors, these centers were 
selected on the basis of type situa­
tions, the program of work in opera­
tion, and the vocational interest, 
foresight, and insight of the local 
teacher of agriculture. In addition 
to these points of selection the cent­
ers have a rather favorable distribu­
tion both geographically and by 
areas, making it possible to secure 
helpful cooperation from the area 
supervisors in supplementing super­
vision from the college. 
The distribution of these centers 
is as follows: 
Area I—E. E. Collins, Supervisor 
1 .  B u r n s  S c h o o l ,  H o o k s — J .  L .  
Montgomery, Critic Teacher 
2. Center Point School, Pittsburg 
—L. B. Cash, Critic Teacher 
3. Jones School, Quitman—A. D. 
Sanders, Critic Teacher 
4. Gregg Co. School, Longview—-
C. A. Cobb, Critic Teacher 
Area II—S. E. Palmer, Supervisor 
1. Fauney Richardson School, 
Teague—Carl Ross, Critic Teacher 
Area III—J. N. Freeman, Supervisor 
1. Smith Graded School, Gause— 
O. W. Sadberry, Critic Teacher 
2. Schulenburg School, Schulen-
berg—W. M. Collins, Critic Teacher 
3. Weimar School, Weimar—J. L. 
Henderson, Critic Teacher 
Area IV—B. S. Luter, Supervisor 
1. Jackson High, Rosenberg—Chas. 
Thomas, Critic Teacher 
2. Navasota School, Navasota— 
Wm. Evans, Critic Teacher 
3. Sam Schwarz School, Hemp­
stead—Timothy Smith, Critic Teach­
er 
Area V—J. C. McAdams, Supervisor 
1. Flint Hill School, Palestine— 
W. L. Kissam, Critic Teacher 
2, WoodvilJe School, Woodville— 
COLLEGE N. F.A. MEMBERS PUT 
UP ATTRACTIVE BOOTHS 
(Continued from page 1) 
curing meat on a small farm; re­
claiming home furniture; oil drum 
converted into a heater; material 
and equipment needed for an ideal 
class room 
Last fall in competition with thirty 
other campus organizations the NFA 
organization designed and built a 
float that tied for first place. 
R. A. Moody, Critic Teacher 
3. Williams High, Crockett—11. C. 
Langrum, Critic Teacher 
Four weeks of each semester of 
the senior year are devoted to prac­
tice teaching. Trainees go out dur­
ing the months of November and 
March. Class schedules are arranged 
so that a regular three-hour course 
has four meetings a week for four­
teen weeks instead of the usual three 
hours a week for eighteen weeks. 
Therefore, trainese do not miss any 
of their resident work while off the 
campus. 
Whiie out, each trainee is required 
(Continued on page 6) 
